Exogenous progesterone and embryo survival in Booroola-cross ewes.
To investigate if exogenous progesterone improves embryo survival, 209 multiparous Booroola Merino x South Australian Merino ewes, heterozygous for the F gene (F+) were allocated to seven treatment groups and inseminated at a synchronized oestrus. Six groups received progesterone from controlled internal drug release G dispensers on the following days after ovulation: 4-7, 4-11, 4-14, 7-11, 7-14 and 11-14. Concentration of peripheral progesterone increased (P less than 0.05) in most supplemented groups, but there were no significant differences in pregnancy rates between treatments. However, the number of fetuses per pregnancy was increased for progesterone treatments starting on Day 4 (Days 4-7, 4-11 and 4-14 combined v. control; P less than 0.05) and for all supplemented treatments compared with the control (P less than 0.05).